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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurThe Elizabethans took from the Middle Ages the modified view of the universe which,
Platonic and biblical in origin, radically differed from our own. For them all creation was ranged in an
unalterable order from the angels down to man - for whom the world existed - and thence to the beasts and
plants. In this short study Dr Tillyard not only elucidates such fairly familiar - though often mystifying -
concepts as the four elements, the celestial harmony of 'nine enfolded Sphears, or macrocosm and
microcosm; he also shows how this world picture was variously regarded as a chain of being, a network of
correspondences, and a cosmic dance. Such concepts were commonplace to the Elizabethans. By
expounding them the author has rendered plain, and not merely picturesque, the literature and thinking of an
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age.Prsentation de I'diteur The Elizabethans took from the Middle Ages the modified view of the universe
which, Platonic and biblical in origin, radically differed from our own. For them all creation was ranged in
an unalterable order from the angels down to man - for whom the world existed - and thence to the beasts
and plants. In this short study Dr Tillyard not only elucidates such fairly familiar - though often mystifying -
concepts as the four elements, the celestial harmony of 'nine enfolded Sphears’, or macrocosm and
microcosm; he also shows how this world picture was variously regarded as a chain of being, a network of
correspondences, and a cosmic dance. Such concepts were commonplace to the Elizabethans. By
expounding them the author has rendered plain, and not merely picturesque, the literature and thinking of an
age.Biographie de I'auteurEustace Mandeville Wetenhall Tillyard was born in 1889. From 1945 to 1959 he
had been Master of Jesus College, Cambridge; 1953-196 President of the International Association of
University Professors of English. Among his better known works are :Milton,Poetry Direct and
Oblique,Shakespeare's Last Plays,Studies in Milton,andThe Epic Strain in the English Novel. He died in
Cambridge at the age of seventy-three.



